Ethical Principles

The basic ethical principles
 relevant are:

1. Respect for persons

Respect for persons incorporates at least two ethical convictions: that individuals should be treated as autonomous agents and that persons with diminished autonomy are entitled to protection.

2. Beneficence

Researchers have an obligation to strive to ensure benefits to both individuals and society, while minimising risk of harm.

3. Justice

Researchers have an obligation to do all within their power to ensure a fair distribution of the benefits and burdens of research. 

These have been interpreted to give the following common standards and aspirations of research communities
:

1. Respect for human dignity: protecting the multiple and interdependent interests of the person – from bodily to psychological to cultural integrity.

2. Respect for free and informed consent

3. Respect for vulnerable people: ethical obligations towards those whose situation make them vulnerable. 

4. Respect for privacy & confidentiality: standards to protect the access, control and dissemination of personal information

5. Respect for justice and inclusiveness: fairness and equity in the way the benefits and adverse risks of research are distributed among individuals and communities. 

6. Minimizing harm, maximising benefits: the foreseeable benefits should outweigh anticipated harms, at the same time minimising harms to individuals or communities.

Three other ethical standards are relevant to ICRAF’s mission and operating mode:

7. Respect for ecosystems: ensuring research minimises disturbance to ecosystems 

8. Scientific integrity: ensuring research is conducted honestly, thoroughly and without conflict of interest

9. Respect for open enquiry: ensuring methods and results are available to all

� Text is quoted directly from pp. 1- 2 of  “Research Ethics,” ICRAF Policy Guidelines Series, March 2004,  





� These are described in The Belmont Report (US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (1979) Belmont report: ethical principles and guidelines for the protection of human subjects of research), available at � HYPERLINK "http://ohrp.osophs.dhhs.gov/humansubjects/guidance/belmont.htm" ��http://ohrp.osophs.dhhs.gov/humansubjects/guidance/belmont.htm�





� These are explained more fully by, for example, Tri-Council of Canada (1998) Ethical conduct for research involving humans. Medical Research Council of Canada, Natural Sciences Research Council of Canada and Social Sciences Research Council of Canada. Available at  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nserc.ca/programs/ethics/english/policy.htm" ��http://www.nserc.ca/programs/ethics/english/policy.htm�








