Forest Agroecosystem
Tradeoffs Tropics

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) is the most ambitious study ever undertaken of the relationship between the
world’s ecosystems and human well-being. The Alternatives to Slash-and-Burn Programme (ASB) was chosen as the only
cross-cutting assessment working across regions in the tropics.
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A comparative approach to local and
national user needs assessment, based
on protocols developed for the ASE/MA
crosscutting assessment, will increass
practical understanding of challenges at
specific sites.
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They will also lead toward generalizable
insights regarding the most effective and
efficient means to develop and support
effective frameworks for participation by
key local and national stakeholders in
seaking solutions whean there ara
conflicting interests regarding ecosystem
Sanvices,

ASB/MA Scope
ASB's proposad cross-cutting assessment

will contribute to the MA at the following
scales:

Local: Eight ASB benchmark sites in 6
countries: Peru (1), Brazil (2), Philippines

(1), Indonesia(2), Cameroon(1), Thailand(1).

Mational: Six countries with existing ASB
national consortia (Peru, Brazil, Cameroon,
Thailand, Indonesia, and the Philippines).

Continental. The crosscutting assessment
spans the tropics, including four continental

units on three continents-Western Amazonia
in the Neotropics. -Central African forests of

the Afrotropics. -Insular Southeast Asia
(Sumatra and Mindanao) and Montane
Mainland Southeast Asia (centered on
Northern Thailand).

Biome, All ASB sites are located within the
Tropical and Subtropical Moist Broadleaf
Forest Biome, delineated in the Global 200
Ecoregions database of the WWF (WWF
2001), with a human population of some
500 million. The national and continental
assessments will be restricted to areas
within this biome.

These activities are fundamental to
ensurng the usefulness, credibility, and
legitimacy of the ASE crosscutting
assessment and also may provide
valuable insights for future ecosystem
assessments.

The first of a series ASB/MA user needs
assessments was done in Peru (July
2003). These consultations will be
replicated in Cameroon and Indonesia
(2004,
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