
Agroforest-fruits raise income in the Amazon  
By Sandra J. Velarde, ASB 
 
Abacaxi, açaí, acerola, cacau, cupuaçu, goiaba, maracujá, taperebá are only some of the 
Amazonian fruits I had a chance to try last month in Belém do Pará, Brazil.  Juices, ice 
cream and all kind of desserts made using these fruits are quite popular around the 
country, where an industry of  frozen fruit pulp is well established and still growing.  In 
many cases, these fruits are grown in agroforestry systems.  
 
The history of the adoption of agroforestry in Tomé-Açu, Pará, is a lesson for scientists.  
When a colony of Japanese immigrants arrived in the 1930s to Tomé-Açu, 230 km from 
the city of Belém, they established large fields of black-pepper (‘pimenta do reino’).  In 
the 1960s, the farmers suffered great losses due to pepper diseases, so they looked for 
alternatives and began to experiment with agroforestry systems. A response continues to 
fruits. Currently, the cooperative produces frozen pulp from 13 different fruits for sale to 
local markets, Japan and the EU.    
 
This is not the only success for agroforestry in the Amazon.  Experiences from Brazil, 
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela, discussed during a 10-day workshop in 
January demonstrated that agroforestry is proving a powerful approach to counteracting 
environmental degradation in the Amazon. The workshop is part of the agenda of the 
Amazon Initiative, a new international consortium for sustainable use of natural resources 
which aims to design and implement collaborative programs in the region.   
 
More than 80 researchers from 7 Amazonian countries met in Belém, Brazil from the 19 - 
28 January 2005. Among the participants were Philip Fearnside, recognized ecologist 
from the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Amazônicas; Jean Dubois, founder of the Rede 
Brasileira Agro-Florestal (REBRAF); and Antônio Abílio Siqueira, one of the two 
founding members of the Associação de Productores Alternativos (APA) in Rondônia. 
APA promotes the sustainable production of agroforestry systems combining coffee with 
cupuaçu (Theobroma grandiflorum) and other forest species, and is in the process of 
getting organic certification.  

The workshop was organized by the World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF), Empresa 
Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária (Embrapa) Amazônia Oriental and the International 
Centre for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), and sponsored by the ICRAF/SII project 
‘Advancing agroforestry research and development through training and education’ that 
is coordinated by the Centre’s Training and Education Unit. Representatives from the 
Brazilian Government, Banco da Amazonia, civil society and other research and 
development consortia such as Procitrópicos and Alternatives to Slash-and-Burn (ASB), 
also participated in the event.   

An edited volume with selected papers presented during the workshop will be available 
later in the year.  For more information contact: Roberto Porro, Executive Secretary of 
the Amazon Initiative and ICRAF and ASB Latin America Coordinator rporro@cgiar.org 
or visit www.asb.cgiar.org/iniciativaamazonica.html  
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Salvador Rojas (CORPOICA-Colombia) and Sandra J. Velarde (ASB) holding a 
agroforest-fruit, mamey (Mammea americana).  
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