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Attachment 2

Two Policy Seminars held at the World Bank, 2-3 December 2003 

Tropical Forests, Biodiversity, and Hydrology: What are the Linkages?

Policy Seminar 1
Does deforestation affect river flows across the Mekong Basin?

Tuesday 2 December 12:30 - 2:00

Room MC4 - W150: Brown Bag Lunch

Professor Jeffrey E. Richey, School of Oceanography, University of Washington The cumulative downstream impacts ("far-field effects") of even subtle variations in the flow regime of the Mekong has important consequences for biodiversity, water management, and flooding. Prof. Professor Richey evaluated the relative influence on river flows of variability in climate, and changes in land use in the Mekong Basin over the past 20 years, together with scenarios of historical and potential future conditions.

Policy Seminar 2 and Policy Workshop for Bank Staff
Tropical forests and water flows: from small watersheds to the pantropics

Wednesday 3 December   Room JB1-075

Brown Bag Lunch Presentation 12:30-2:00

In-depth presentations and workshop 2:00-5:00

The BBL presented an overview, with detailed presentations and discussions afterward.

The presentations explored underlying processes linking land cover change to watershed functions, the evidence available linking causes and specific effects at various scales (from local hazards to pantropic assessment of vulnerabilities), and application of a suite of models to test fundamental questions about relationships between hydrological functions and tropical deforestation.  Team members described use of new tools and state-of-the-art datasets to map the coincidence of biodiversity, populations, and hydrologically sensitive areas at the global scale; and to model the impact of deforestation and alternative land management strategies on hydrological flows across a wide range of watershed scales. The overall goal of identifying locations within the humid tropics where the hydrology/biodiversity/poverty nexus is likely to be important and assist the Bank and other institutions in setting priorities for action.

Members of the team participating in the presentation and the workshop included:

Thomas Tomich, ICRAF

Kenneth Chomitz, DECRG

Ellen Douglas, UNH

Meine van Noordwijk, ICRAF

Prof. Jeffrey Richey, UW

Kate Sebastian, IFPRI

Prof. Charles Vörösmarty, UNH

Stanley Wood, IFPRI

